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Today’s Discussion 

 Industry response to Fukushima Daiichi accident 
 NRC Task Force 90-day assessment and NRC staff 

near-term recommendations 
 U.S. reaction to the Fukushima accident 

 

 
 



Immediate Industry Response 
to Fukushima 

 Four directives (Incident Event Reports) 
from INPO requiring stations to take certain 
actions 
– Ability to manage flooding, seismic events 
– Spent fuel pool cooling capability 
– Effectiveness of operator fundamentals and 

training programs 
– Improve margin given external events and loss 

of AC power 

 Created industry-wide Fukushima response 
organization 
 

 



Fukushima Response 
Steering Committee 

 Chaired by Chip Pardee, COO, Exelon Gen 
 Cross-section of 12 Chief Nuclear Officers 

– INPO, EPRI and NEI 

 Coordinate industry activities 
 Approve action plans 
 Monitor implementation of actions 

 



The Way Forward 

 Strategic Goals 
 Guiding Principles 
 Stakeholders and Desired Outcomes 
 Organization and Building Blocks 
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Disciplined, Systematic Industry Response 

 
EPRI Nuclear 
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NRC 90-Day Task Force Report 

 U.S. plants are safe: “…continued operation and 
continued licensing activities do not pose an imminent 
risk to public health and safety.” 

 No changes required for used fuel storage 

 No change in emergency planning zones 

 34 recommendations 

– 12 orders 

– 7 proposed rules 

– 15 NRC staff and long-term recommendations 



NRC Tier 1 Recommendations 

 Seismic and flood hazard reevaluations 
 Seismic and flood walkdowns 
 Station blackout regulatory actions 
 10 CFR 50.54(hh)(2) equipment 
 Hardened vents for Mark I and IIs 
 Spent Fuel Pool monitoring/instrumentation 
 Strengthening integration of SAMGs/EDMGs 
 Emergency Preparedness (Staffing and 

communications) 



Initial Industry Assessment  
 

 Scope of issues approximately correct 
 Good alignment with industry recommendations 
 All items require stakeholder interaction 
 Must prioritize and integrate Fukushima-related actions 

with existing NRC and licensee activities 
 

 



Meanwhile, Licensing Continues 
 
 

 Power uprates approved for Limerick, Point Beach 
 License renewals approved for Vermont Yankee, Palo 

Verde, Prairie Island, Salem, Hope Creek 
 Final environmental impact statements approved for 7 

new reactors in Georgia, South Carolina, Texas and 
Maryland 

 Vogtle mandatory hearing 
 Final safety evaluation report for ESBWR 
 Construction progressing at Watts Bar 2, Vogtle and V.C. 

Summer 

 



NEI Expands Public Outreach 



Public Opinion Begins To Recover 

 Slight increase in favorability of nuclear energy: 
– 2009: 64% 
– April: 46% 
– July: 50% (66% among opinion leaders) 

 62% of the public favors industry expansion; 29% 
status quo 

 81% agree U.S. should learn from Japan and license 
new plants rather than stopping progress entirely  

 

Source: Luntz Global 



 
Plant Neighbor Opinions June 2011 

Impression of Nearby Nuclear Power Plant and  
How it Has Operated Recently  

 

Percentages  
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Bisconti Research for NEI 

90% favorable 
in July 2009 
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Plant Neighbor Opinions June 2011 

Acceptability of New Reactor 
at Nearby Plant Site 

 
Percentages 

Bisconti Research for NEI 

76% favorable 
in July 2009 



Conclusion:  Responsible Reactions 

 Expect disciplined 
regulatory response 
from NRC 

 Measured political 
response 

 Public attitudes 
(particularly opinion 
leaders) remain strong 

 Reasoned editorial 
reaction 
 

 
“If it is serious about cutting carbon 
emissions, the United States should 
keep nuclear on the table.” 
                               —April 29 editorial 
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