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NRC Response 

Modified Executive, Reactor Safety, Protective Measures, Safeguards, Public Affairs, and 

Liaison Teams 
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Site Team 

• Stationed in U.S. 

Embassy in Tokyo 

• Meet regularly with 

Japanese officials 

• Support U.S. 

Ambassador 

• Provide technical 

guidance as 

requested 
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Initial NRC Actions 

TI 2515/183 

TI 2515/184 
BL 2011-01 

IN 2011-05 
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NRC Lessons Learned Review 

• Commission directed a methodical and 

systematic review of the safety of U.S. 

facilities in light of events in Japan 

• Review includes: 

– Near-term review  

– Longer-term review 

• Near-Term Task Force review complete 

5 



Current U.S. Plant Safety 

• Similar sequence of events in the U.S. 

is unlikely 

• Existing mitigation measures could 

reduce the likelihood of core damage 

and radiological releases 

• No imminent risk from continued 

operation and licensing activities 
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Task Force Recommendations  

• Reevaluate and upgrade the design-

basis seismic and flooding protection 

• Strengthen SBO mitigation capability 

for design-basis and beyond-design-

basis external events 

• Require reliable hardened vent designs 

in BWRs with Mark I and II 

containments 
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Task Force Recommendations  

• Enhance spent fuel pool makeup 

capability and instrumentation 

• Strengthen and integrate onsite 

emergency response capabilities 

• Require that facility emergency plans 

address prolonged SBO and multi-unit 

events 
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Task Force Recommendations 

• Longer-Term Review Topics 
– Evaluate potential enhancements to prevent or 

mitigate fires/floods 

– Hydrogen control/mitigation inside containment 

and other buildings 

– Pursue EP topics related to multi-unit events 

and prolonged SBO 

– Pursue EP topics related to decision-making, 

radiation monitoring, education 

• Actions to enhance NRC programs 
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Additional Issues 

• Filtration of Containment Vents 

• Seismic Monitoring Instruments 

• Basis for EP 

• KI beyond 10 miles 

• Dry Cask Storage 

• Loss of Ultimate Heat Sink 
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 Commission Papers  

and Direction 
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• SRM SECY-11-0117 (10/19/11) 

• Charter for Longer-Term Review 

• Establishes Directorate 

• SECY-11-0124  (9/9/11) – “21 day paper” 

• Recommended Actions to be Taken Without 

Delay 

• SRM dated 10/18/11 authorizes staff to proceed 

• SECY-11-0137 (10/3/11) – “45 day paper” 

• Prioritization of Recommended Actions 

• Under Commission review 

 



Status and Next Steps 

• Commission directed the staff to provide: 

– Longer-Term Charter (complete) 

– Short-Term Actions (complete) 

– Prioritization/Plan (complete) 

– Framework Recommendation (18 months) 

• The Commission will provide direction 
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Conclusion 

• Continuing confidence in safety of U.S. 

fleet 

• NRC proposals awaiting Commission 

approval  

• Continuing Licensing Activities 

– License renewal  

– New reactor licensing 
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